Native Grass Forage Workshop:
Economics
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Day on Harvested Feed Equivalent to NWSG
Grazing
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				Grazing		Corn Silage w/ DDG		Corn Silage w/ Soybean Meal		Wet Distillers Grain

		BBIG		$0.65		$2.02		$2.89		$2.08

		BBIG+L		$1.13		$2.07		$3.06		$2.05

		SG		$0.38		$1.91		$2.72		$1.97

		SG+L		$0.67		$1.89		$2.69		$1.95

				To update the chart, enter data into this table. The data is automatically saved in the chart.






afass s, Contracts and Purchased Feed

1,000 Ib Animal/Day

High feed range

Contract price

Low feed range
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Grazing Beef Steers

NWSGt Beef Yield Net Returns

West TN

SG 291b $186.61P
- BBIG 2102 $77.882
EG 2672b $139.41ab

Middle TN
SG 5034 $431.284
BBIG 391¢ $391.39¢

T BBIG=Big Bluestem and Indiangrass; SG=Switchgrass; EG=Eastern Gamagrass
abIf letter is the same across treatment and location then beef are not different at the 0.05 level.

Lowe et al. 2015. Agronomy J. 107:1733-1740
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Grazing Steers

Breakeven Price of Beef (in |b) by Grass
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Switchgrass Big Bluestem/Indian
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July August
$121.34 $117.02 $117.62
$114.71 $112.24 $112.55
$109.17 $107.42 $108.10
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Steer — Results

Net Returns Per Steer for Grazing 90-days and Selling in May 15th

5800 $741 $747

692
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Switchgrass Big Bluestem/Indian Sell May 15th
Grass
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Table 1. January 2011 seed, herbicide, fertilizer and other associated input costs used in this publication for

forage production. Rates are based on current recommended application rates.

Input

Cost!

Big bluestem/
indiangrass Rates

Bermudagrass Rates

Sudan-Sorghum
Rates

Big bluestem seed

$7IbPLS

41b/ acra

Indiangrass seed

$101b PLS

41b/ acre

Bermudagrass seed

$10.75 b PLS

7 b/ acre

Sudan-sorghum hybrid seed

$1.25 b PLS

201b/ acre

Urea + urease inhibitor

$352T

30 Ib / N establishment
60 Ibs / N production

60 Ib / M establishment
240 Ib / N production

120 b/ N
production

DAP (P,0,)

$502T

30 Ib / P establishment
and production

40 b / P establishment
60 Ib / P production

30 Ib / P production

Muriate of potash (K,Q)

$5427T

30 Ib / K establishment
and production

40 Ib / K establishment
80 Ib / K production

60 |b / K production

Lime

$30T

Mot applied

2.0 T establishment
0.67 T production

0.50 T production

Glyphosate

$0.25 02

800z

Mot applied

Not applied

Imazapic

$2.250z

40z

Mot applied

MNot applied

2,4-D Amine

$0.62 0z

Not applied

Mot applied

32 oz

Gramoxone Max

$0.850z

Not applied

24 oz

24 oz

Cimarron

$22.90 oz

Not applied

0.20 oz

Not applied

Surfactants

$0.100z

MNot applied

8 oz

8oz

Digsel

$3.75 gal

' PLS: pure live seed
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Production Costs for Four Common Mid-South Hay Crops
——NWSG ——Bermudagrass ——Sudex -Tall Fescue

5170
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Total Budget Cost
($ / ton)
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Hay Yield (tons / acre)
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Cost of Gain on Three Summer Forages

—MNWSG —Bermudagrass — Sudex
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Influence of Nitrogen Cost on Break-Even Costs for Hay Production

B NWSG M@ Bermudagrass B Sudex

$524.70, Jun 2014
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Nitrogen Costs (S / ton)
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Rate of Return at Three Levels of Nitrogen Cost

MNWS BErmubdagrass Sides
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