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				Grazing		Corn Silage w/ DDG		Corn Silage w/ Soybean Meal		Wet Distillers Grain

		BBIG		$0.65		$2.02		$2.89		$2.08

		BBIG+L		$1.13		$2.07		$3.06		$2.05

		SG		$0.38		$1.91		$2.72		$1.97

		SG+L		$0.67		$1.89		$2.69		$1.95

				To update the chart, enter data into this table. The data is automatically saved in the chart.
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Expected beef yield (lb/acre) and net returns ($/acre) by grass 
species and location

NWSG† Beef Yield Net Returns

West TN
SG 291b $186.61b

BBIG 210a $77.88a

EG 267a,b $139.41a,b

Middle TN
SG 503d $431.28d

BBIG 391c $391.39c

† BBIG=Big Bluestem and Indiangrass; SG=Switchgrass; EG=Eastern Gamagrass
a,b If letter is the same across treatment and location then beef are not different at the 0.05 level.

Lowe et al.  2015.  Agronomy J. 107:1733-1740





Average Price (per cwt) from 2007-2012 by Month and Weight

Weight May June July August 

500-600 $124.89 $121.34 $117.02 $117.62 

600-700 $117.12 $114.71 $112.24 $112.55 

700-800 $110.81 $109.17 $107.42 $108.10 

 Sell May 15th vs. graze NWSG 90-d, sell Aug 15th

 Price of beef is important to consider





Model Production Inputs



Cost of Hay Production

$47

$75$83

$123



Cost of Grazing

$0.54$0.31
$0.75



Nitrogen Impacts

$524.70, Jun 2014



Rate of Return



Conclusions
• NWSG are a cost-effective alternative for summer 

forage production
• Driven by high yield (4+ T) and low inputs
• N inputs/seed costs impact investment



Questions?
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